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General Marking Instructions

Introduction

Mark schemes are intended to ensure that the GCSE CCEA Assessment Resources are marked
consistently and fairly. The mark schemes provide teachers with an indication of the nature and range of
candidates’ responses likely to be worthy of credit. They also set out the criteria which they should apply
in allocating marks to candidates’ responses.

Assessment objectives
Below are the assessment objectives for GCSE Irish

Candidates must:

AO1 Understand and respond to different types of spoken language;
AO2 Communicate and interact effectively in speech;

AO3 Understand and respond to different types of written language; and
AO4 Communicate in writing.

Quality of candidates’ responses
In marking the CCEA Assessment Resources, teachers should be looking for a quality of response
reflecting the level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old.

Flexibility in marking

Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive. No mark scheme can cover all the responses
which candidates may produce. In the event of unanticipated answers, teachers are expected to use
their professional judgement to assess the validity of answers.

Positive marking

Teachers are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what candidates
know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or omissions. Teachers should
make use of the whole of the available mark range for any particular question and be prepared to award
full marks for a response which is as good as might reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old GCSE
candidate.

It should also be noted that half marks are not given. Therefore, a candidate can only be awarded 0, 1, 2
marks etc. depending on the number of marks available for that question.

Where candidate responses are unclear and do not follow the question rubric the following guidelines for
marking may also be used:

Candidates ignore the instruction/misapply the rubric.

. If candidates are instructed to answer a question in English and answer in the Target
Language, or vice versa, they cannot be awarded marks for this.

. When candidates are asked to select answers from a list and they select more than instructed,
they will have one mark deducted from the total number of correct answers for every extra
answer that they select, to a minimum mark of zero. For example if they are asked to select
four correct phrases and they select five, they will have one mark taken off the total number of
correct answers.
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. If candidates are asked to select four and select six, they will have two marks taken off the total
number of correct answers.

. If candidates are asked to select one answer and select more than one, they cannot receive
any marks for the answer.

Where candidates indicate their answer by writing an ‘X’ instead of a tick, as instructed, please accept ‘X’
as a valid answer.

Candidates cross out a letter/untick a box.

. If it is clear to the marker that one answer has been de-selected and another selected, the mark
can be awarded for a correct answer.

English/Target Language answers.

*  Mark schemes will include the anticipated responses and some others deemed credit-worthy by
the examining team.

Quality of English/Target Language.

*  Where spelling and grammar in English or the Target Language impede understanding,
candidates will not be awarded marks.

Awarding zero marks
Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an answer
which is completely incorrect or inappropriate.

Types of mark schemes
Mark schemes for tasks or questions which require candidates to respond in extended written form are
marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written communication.

Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis with marks
awarded for each valid piece of information provided.

Levels of response

Tasks and questions requiring candidates to respond in extended writing are marked in terms of levels
of response. In deciding which level of response to award, teachers should look for the ‘best fit’ bearing
in mind that weakness in one area may be compensated for by strength in another. In deciding which
mark within a particular level to award to any response, teachers are expected to use their professional
judgement. The following guidance is provided to assist teachers.

» Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and should be
awarded a mark at or near the bottom of the range.

» Intermediate performance: Response which clearly merits inclusion in the level and should
be awarded a mark at or near the middle of the range.

* High performance: Response which fully satisfies the level description and should be awarded
a mark at or near the top of the range.
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Explanatory notes for centres for 2021: Higher Reading

These notes should be read in conjunction with the information provided on pages 2 and 3 of this mark
scheme.

Everything that a candidate writes MUST be assessed in its entirety, even if this reduces the mark that a
candidate gains. We cannot ignore part of an answer as being irrelevant — it must all be assessed. It is
unfortunate if a candidate attempts to expand an answer and thereby, unknowingly, introduces confusion,
but we are not responsible for how much they write; we are, however, responsible for assessing all that
has been produced during the assessment process.

If candidates cross out a letter/untick a box:
If it is clear to the marker that one answer has been de-selected and another selected, the mark can be
awarded for a correct answer.

Alternative answers supplied:
If candidates supply alternative (incorrect) answers or if candidates answer in the wrong language, then
no marks can be awarded.

Words which appear in brackets in the mark scheme are not required as part of the answer.

Marking questions where candidates are asked to supply answers in English:

Candidates should be rewarded for understanding accurately what has been said or written.
Occasionally, you may encounter borderline answers and will be unsure whether to award 0 or 1, 2 or
3 etc. In answers where there is debate, markers should consider if the answer is a faithful rendition of
what was said or written or if there is some element of inference. See example below:

Correct answer He does not go horse-riding.
Candidate’s answer He does not like horse-riding.
Judgement Incorrect — no marks can be awarded

Not a faithful rendition of the text — it may be that he likes it but he is not

Explanation abletodoit

Marking questions where candidates have to write in the Target Language

In the revised format for the papers, Target Language answers are either non-verbal or have text
supplied. Responses may be of a non-verbal nature — e.g. ticking boxes or copying letters. Candidates
may also be asked to choose the correct word from a pool of possible answers and copy it into the
correct space. Candidates must NOT be penalised for a mistake in copying the answer — they are not
being assessed on their ability to write in the Target Language. Unfortunately, if a misspelling of a Target
Language word becomes an English word, then candidates have answered in the wrong language and
NO marks can be awarded.

Once again, in the marking, candidates should be rewarded for understanding accurately what has been
written. In answers where there is debate, markers should consider if the answer is a faithful rendition of
what was written or if there is some element of inference.

Marking questions where candidates have to translate from the Target Language into English

Candidates should not insert additional words into their translation, e.g ‘she likes’ cannot become ‘she
really likes'- it is no longer an accurate translation.
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Section A

Questions and answers in Irish.

Coastline
Trolley
3

€15

Santa Claus
Bottles [1]

Cans [1]
Christmas tree [1]
Bin

World

Ni raibh Liam go maith maidin Dé Luain.
Bhi tinneas goile agus tinneas cinn ar Liam.
Is brea le Liam an Luan ar scoil.

Nil duil da laghad ag Liam san eolaiocht.
Nior chuidigh na piollai le Liam.

Bhi a lan daoine san ionad slainte

Fuair mamai Liam buidéal leighis sa siopa poitigéara

Bhi Liam tinn go luath sa tseachtain

inniu

taobh le Leitir Ceanainn
gnéthach

millteanach

imni

tiomaint go réghasta

(1]
(1]
(1]
(1]

(1]

[3]
[1]
(1]

(1]
(1]
[1]
(1]
(1]
(1]
(1]
(1]

(1]
(1]
(1]
(1]
[1]
(1]

Section A Total

AVAILABLE
MARKS

24




Questions and answers in English.

Section B

5 The translation has four sentences.

Each sentence is worth up to two marks.

Band AO2 Performance Descriptors Marks
A highly accurate and competent translation.
2 . o [2]
There may be minor errors but meaning is clear.
A fairly accurate and reasonably competent translation.
1 o [1]
There may be some errors and ambiguity.
0 No valid response/incorrect/inappropriate/not worthy of credit. [0]
Translation Grid
Sentence Translation Sugges?ed Credit Do nc.>t
sentence translation credit
T?. po§ t There is a part-time Position/
(a) pairtaimseartha ar . .
y job available. work
fail.
Caithfidh ta bheith | You must be You have
(b) o to be/on
poncuil. punctual. .
time.
(©) Gheobhaidh tu 16n You will get a free
saor in aisce. lunch.
(d) Cuir iarratas isteach Aoplv online ZUt I?cnation
ar line. PRl ' app
in
[8]
6 (a) (ii) Picture of a basketball 1

(b)
(c)

(b)
(c)
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(ii) Picture of someone walking

(iii) Picture of someone on computer

water [1])/rain [1])/flood [1] (any)

fire brigade [1]/fire service [1]/firemen [1] (any)

boating/sailing

(1]
(1]

(1]
(1]
(1]

AVAILABLE
MARKS




(b)
(c)
(d)

(b)
(c)

10 (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

1 (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

12 (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
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(iii) 25th May
(iii) Children
(iii) Suit

(i) 30

Midday/12:00
Art [1] or photographs [1]

Past [1] pupils [1]/past [1] teachers [1]

(iii) Ronan travelled to Cork with his cousin
(i) There were a lot of people at the quayside
(i) The crew of the ship had been helping those in need

(i) Ronan enjoyed the trip but was exhausted

bring [1] (own) device [1]
mobile phone
find/work/never lose notes/no need for USB (any one)

register (for the scheme)

more (people) [1] giving up [1]
throat/skin (any)
dangers

(local) pharmacist/chemist

(1]
(1]
[1]
(1]

(1]
(1]
(2]

[1]
(1]
(1]
(1]

(2]
(1]
(1]
(1]

(2]
(1]
(1]
(1]
Section B Total

Total Reading

AVAILABLE
MARKS

36

60




